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Butchery techniqgues in Late Jomon Kanto region based on bone fractures
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[Abstract]

We examined the morphological classification and occurrence trends of fractures, which is one of the traces
left on animal bones during dismemberment. Observations and analyses of fractures were conducted mainly
on the limb bones of sika deer (Cervus nippon) and wild boar (Sus scrofa) excavated from the Soya and
Yoyama shell mounds in Chiba Prefecture, which belong to the Late Jomon Period. Through bone cracking
experiments, it was presumed that the differences in morphology reflect differences in the state of the
bones at the time of cracking, such as fresh or dried. It was also suggested that bones were cracked under
different conditions at each site. In contrast to Soya shell mound, where the bones were basically cracked in
their raw or boiled state, in the Yoyama shell mound, the distal limb bones (radius and tibia) of deer were
cracked in the raw or boiled state, while the proximal limb bones (humerus and femur) were cracked in the
dried state after searing. Through the analysis presented in this paper, differences in fragmentation methods
between archaeological sites in the Late Jomon period have been clarified. The analysis of trends in the
appearance of fragmentation patterns in animal bones has been shown to be an effective approach for
identifying differences in subsistence between archaeological sites, even those that are temporally and
spatially close to each other.

Keywords: Late Jomon Period, Kanto region, butchery techniques, fracture, bone cracking experiments
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